The Unofficial Visitors Guide to Provo, Utah

Visitors to Utah will be amazed by the rugged beauty of this predominantly desert state. The Wasatch Mountains form a dramatic backdrop rising steeply to 10-11,000 feet off the valley floor. From the moment you land in Salt Lake City, you are surrounded by some incredible mountain formations.
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Salt Lake City Airport is serviced from most major cities in the US and is a regional hub for Delta Airlines. There are shuttle buses from the Salt Lake City Airport to Provo – approximately 50 miles south of Salt Lake City on I-15 South. Rental cars are available from the parking garage straight over from the Airport Terminal. Best to book a car ahead as it is often hard to get a rental when the ski season is in full swing.

Instructions on getting to Provo are available in the Rental Car hall and there are many cars fitted with GPS Navigation. Instructions on getting to Novell Campus can be obtained from the Novell website, www.novell.com 

Provo

Provo is a small town of some 50,000 people at the base of the Wasatch Mountains. It is logically set out in a grid pattern radiating out from Center Street and University Avenue. It is a farming and student town, with the Brigham Young University located on University Avenue. Provo and Orem have a strong LDS (Mormon) cultural history, which might seem a little old fashioned to those from major cities. Nonetheless, it is a very pleasant town and the locals are always very pleasant and helpful. Guests at the Marriott can access the club near the main bank of elevators. 

Restaurants never offer up wine lists – you have to ask for one and some restaurants don’t have liquor license in which case you will need to go to the State Liquor Stores. These close quite early each evening. If the bar staff ever seem over diligent it is because you cant have more than one glass at a time. These are very minor points and there are other states in the US where the laws are more onerous. 

Getting to Novell Campus

The Novell campus is located at the southern end of University Avenue. A shuttle bus from the Provo Marriott will drop guests at the Novell Campus. Novell staff will be on hand to assist TV-Anytime delegates with their requests. A large cafeteria is available at the Provo campus. Please be sure to always wear your Visitor pass and TV-Anytime credentials whilst at the campus. 

What to eat and where to go? 

 There are a number of small restaurants in the Provo area serving a range of cuisines from Thai and Malaysian, Indian, TexMex. Ask the Concierge for recommendations. Fine dining exists in a magical location at Sundance Ski Resort. It is best to book ahead and reserve a table and you never know, you might just run into Robert Redford, who lives much of the year at the resort he founded. The Owl Room at Sundance is a great little bar, however, you need a member to sign you in and it costs $5 per night. It is well worth the experience and the bar staff are very obliging at signing visitors in – tipping them a drink is international currency for getting paperwork done…

For the avid skiers, you have reached heaven! This is the best powder snow on the planet and there are a couple of world class resorts such as Park City, Deer Valley ( preferred by US Vice Presidents), Alta and Snowbird. For the Snowboarder, it is best to check which resorts allow boarding as some people just don’t appreciate how much fun you can have on one plank.

Park City is an international town, as was seen earlier in 2002 when it was home to the Winter Olympic Ski Park. Excellent restaurants, fun people, lots of bars. Park City is about 40 miles north on University Avenue. Accommodation can be found at http://www.deervalleylodging.com/Mountain_Resorts/Deer_Valley/ for top end accommodation or the Park City Marriott can be found at

http://www.parkcityutah.com  It might be worth checking if the Marriott can do you a deal for both the Provo and Park City Marriott if you are planning to stay over. There are excellent Factory Outlets at Park City for those in need of some retail therapy. Levi, Nike, Brooks Brothers, Mikaso, Gap, spring to mind from previous visits.

The Xtreme sports people can get a pick and slide down the glacier at the back of Mt Timpanagos, visible to the north from the Mountainside rooms at the Provo Marriott. Skateboarders can head straight to Joe’s Board Shop on Orem Centre Street. Say “G’Day Joe” and that you know some mad Aussies who used to live in the valley. You will be able to pretty much work out which one Joe is by all the shrapnel piercing his ears and the artwork below the boardshorts…Joe also makes the best and meanest coffees in the valley. Good coffee is a little hard to get and there is a Bagel Bros at 100 East on Provo Center Street. Excellent coffee can be had in Park City!

For those not turned on by snow, Utah has some amazing scenery. Arches National Park and Bryce Canyon are a couple hours drive to the south. If you decide to go down to Moab (3 hours south of Provo through Price and Green River), this is a fantastic spot for Jeeping over slickrock, mountain biking, white water rafting the Colorado River, climbing rockwalls, Hiking… The coolest place to stay is a little hotel called the Gonzo Inn, just off the main street. If you are there during School or University vacation then book accommodation as it is not unusual for there to be 4000 mountain bikers in town for the weekend.

For the archaeologists, there is a magic drive down south from Moab and east through Anastasi Indian Country. 2000 year old Cliff dwellings are visible from a number of points on the drive around to Lake Powell. The most desolate place in Utah, from civilisation, is a little place called Fry Canyon Lodge. This is big sky country looking from your patio across to Jacob’s Chair – a 1000 foot high mesa rising out of the desert. Lake Powell is a dam on the Colorado River and the scenery is spectacular as there are 2000 foot canyons running down into the main river gorge.

For the Fly fishers amongst the group, there is some excellent water down around Price with brown trout so thick you can walk across the river on their backs and not get your waders wet. Seriously, fly fishing can be done even in down town Provo. The riverwalk through from Provo to Orem often has people spinning a lure and catching a cutthroat or rainbow trout. Guides are available to take you up into the mountains at the back of Heber City. Fishing licenses are available from any fishing shop. Anglers Inn in Center Street, Orem has some fantastic gear and is half the price of anywhere in Australia. 

Utah is renowned for its dinosaurs and there is a tar-pit and dinosaur museum about an hour west of Salt Lake City. Ask for directions. For the speed freaks, this is out toward the Bonneville Salt Flats where some of the early land speed records were set.

Salt Lake City is a very historical town and the Mormon story is one of hardship in the early days. A visit to Temple Square is worthwhile and the Tabernacle Choir is an incredible event if you can get to see it. You might be asked to fill out a survey and it is best not to put your own name on it as you will almost certainly be visited by your local missionaries almost as soon as you get back home. We always suggest taking the name and address of someone you don’t necessarily like, then see if they respond better after they have been visited by the missionaries. For those who might be looking to expand their salesforce, the returning missionaries make excellent sales people as they are generally multilingual, have had so many knockbacks that they could sell ice to Eskimos, and having one around generally discourages poor behaviour as the haircut makes them look like a CIA field agent.

Some excellent restaurants in Salt Lake City – a fantastic Japanese restaurant (near the SLC Marriott) and Baci (Italian) plus the Wasatch Microbrewery are just off South Temple Street, across the road from the Doubletree Hotel. You will go past the location where they shoot Touched by an Angel and often they will be doing an outside shoot in the area. For the badge collectors, there is a Hard Rock Café and a bad hangover is possible at places such as Port-o-Call on South Temple. They also have a bunch of pool tables. There are a couple of great micro breweries with some quite different wheat beers and styles like nothing I have tried before.

After 10 years of going to Utah, I am still fascinated by the countryside and I am looking forward to going back in March for the 16th time. This is a wonderful place to visit. I hope you enjoy it as much as I have over the years. Take a punt, check on Google and see what you find – this is a wired and Internet-savvy state.
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